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There is, however, plenty of information about the

Reviews device on the iMate Home Page.
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Operation

Wanting to test the basic functionality of the iMate, we plugged it into our G4, and plugged
our ADB peripherals into the other end. The devices tested were an Apple AppleDesign
Keyboard, a Kensington Turbo Mouse, and a Gravis Blackhawk joystick. Kensington
MouseWorks 5.3 software was installed for the Turbo Mouse, as well as version 1.0 of the
Blackhawk driver.

After a restart, the keyboard and Turbo Mouse seemed to be working fine, with the
exception of the Caps Lock being enabled on the keyboard. If you can deal with this, and
have only a keyboard and mouse, you are done. But in our case, we wanted to have
support for our Turbo Mouse and Blackhawk, so we had to get the driver, mentioned
above.

Software

As mentioned previously, unless one reads the package insert closely, you will not realize
that the iMate driver is required in order to take full advantage of ADB devices which
themselves require extra drivers. Plus, no software is included with the iMate. Although one
would assume that everyone is connected to the Internet, or knows someone who is
connected, having some physical media, along with some documentation, would help
address all user's needs.

Continued Operation

We installed the driver and did another restart. We noticed that the Caps Lock was now
disabled after the driver loaded, and also noted that the Blackhawk driver no longer had a
red X through it during startup. We could also use our custom settings (button mapping,
acceleration) via the Kensington MouseWorks control panel.

During normal use, all of our ADB peripherals performed as expected, with some small
exceptions. Our review started when version 1.77 of the driver was current. Our joystick
wasn't recognized by driver version 1.8, and 2.0 beta versions would cause Unreal
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Tournament to lock up on launch. Fortunately, the most recent version 2.0f2 eliminates
these problems. You should probably check with Griffin to see if there are any problems
with your specific peripherals.

Conclusion

For simple applications like connecting an ADB keyboard and mouse to a USB Mac, the
iMate is an excellent solution. However, for those who have ADB peripherals which require
a driver to function, and thus need the iMate driver, you should first check the iMate Home
Page for info on possible conflicts. When we had some issues, we found that Griftin's tech
support was top notch. Trust me, these guys know ADB and the Mac. However, we would
have liked to have seen some printed documentation and software included with the
package. Despite this, the overall usefulness of the iMate more than makes up for the lack
of documentation, resulting in our 4 Gadgie rating. If you don't relish the thought of buying
new peripherals, the iMate is worth a shot.
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